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Regarded as one of the of the pioneers of the advertising

industry. The AIGA medal-winning graphic designer who

worked in television and advertising was born in Birmingham,

Alabama in 1920. While working as a graphic designer for the

Office of Strategic Services (OSS), forerunner of the CIA, Olden

worked for some of America's leading artists, designers and

writers and made contacts that opened significant professional

opportunities after the war. After the World War II ended in

1945, the head of the OSS communications division, Colonel

Lawrence W. Lowman became Vice President of CBS's

television division. Searching for someone who “had a full grasp

of the whole range of commercial-art techniques” Lowman

chose Olden to head a staff of 14 in charge of 60 weekly shows.

He was only 25 years old. He designed the stamp to

commemorate the centennial of the declaration of

the Emancipation Proclamation with a simple design of a

broken chain in black on a blue background.

Georg Olden
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Thato Kgatlhanye

Thato Kgatlhanye launched her company when she was 18. As

she was about to start her undergraduate degree, she came up

with an idea to help underprivileged pupils who face

challenges with their education. Rethaka – literally meaning

“we are fellows” – encourages children to attend school and

learn effectively. Rethaka has developed a way of providing a

solution to increase children’s safety and help them do better

in school. The company manufactures repurposed schoolbags

fitted with retro-reflective material to increase visibility. These

solar-powered bags are also constructed to continue working

after dark. “Each bag is fitted with a solar panel that charges as

the child is walking to school. When they get back home, they

can use it as a light to study”, says Thato. “We are offering

dignity, safety and access to light.”
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Arne Jacobsen

Originally training at the Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts

where he studied architecture under the tutelage of Kay Fisker

and Kaj Gottlob, Jacobsen was influenced by the rationalist

work of the architects Mies van der Rohe and Walter Gropius.

Going on to design ultra-modern buildings such as the

Bellevue Teatret near Copenhagen, the National Bank of

Denmark and the Royal Danish Embassy in London, Jacobsen

eventually turned his skilled hand to furniture design in the

1950s. Inspired by the bent plywood designs of Charles and

Ray Eames, Jacobsen designed the iconic Ant Chair in 1951 and

the Series 7 Chair followed in quick succession. Creating the

legendary Egg and Swan Chairs for Copenhagen’s SAS Royal

Hotel, his designs garner admiration across the world to this

day. True icons of mid-century Danish design, Jacobsen’s

creations are displayed in the permanent collections at the

Vitra Design Museum in Basel, New York’s MoMA and London’s

V&A.



KAZUYO SEJIMA
Architect
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Kazuyo Sejima

She is known for designs with clean modernist elements such

as slick, clean, and shiny surfaces made of glass, marble, and

metals. She also uses squares and cubes, which can be found

in her designs in various degrees. Large windows allow natural

light to enter a space and create a fluid transition between

interior and exterior. It is this connection of two spaces from

which she draws her inspiration.Kazuyo Sejima, along with

and Ryue Nishizawa, has worked on several projects in

Germany, Switzerland, France, England, the Netherlands,

United States, and Spain. Many of their designs like the Rolex

Learning Center at EPFL the New Museum in the Bowery

District in New York City as well as the Glass Pavilion for the

Toledo Museum of Art involve glass and public open space to

interact with the world around the architecture. Such design

elements can be found abundantly in their designs.In 2010,

Sejima was the second woman to receive the Pritzker Prize,

which was awarded jointly with Ryue Nishizawa
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Tom Dixon

Tom Dixon rose to prominence in the mid 1980s as “the

talented untrained designer with a line in welded salvage

furniture". He set up ‘Space’ as a creative think-tank and shop

front for himself and other young designers. By the late 1980s,

he was working for the Italian giant Cappellini for whom he

designed the Iconic ‘S’ chair.[1]In the 1990s, he became a

household name with ‘Jack’, his polyethylene "sitting, stacking,

lighting thing" designed for his own company ‘Eurolounge’.[2] In

1993 he participated in the ″greatest exhibition of British

furniture design of the 20th century″, organized by Helmut

Diez in Bremerhaven, Germany.[3] In 1998 Tom was appointed

head of design by Habitat and later became Creative Director

until 2008. He was the public face of a collective team

responsible for rejuvenating the Habitat brand.[2]In 2002 Dixon

established his own brand under the name ‘Tom Dixon’. The

company is based in Portobello, London.
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Lucienne Day

one of the most influential British textile designers of the 1950s

and 1960s. Day drew on inspiration from other arts to develop a

new style of abstract pattern-making in post-war British

textiles, known as ‘Contemporary’ design. She was also active

in other fields, such as wallpapers, ceramics and carpets. In

1940, during her final year at the RCA, Lucienne met her future

husband, furniture designer Robin Day, who shared her

enthusiasm for modern design. Following their marriage in

1942, the couple set up home in Chelsea, London, furnishing

their flat with Lucienne's hand-printed textiles and Robin's

hand-made furniture. Due to wartime constraints on textile

manufacturing, Lucienne was unable to pursue her career as a

designer for several years. In the interim she taught at

Beckenham School of Art, but as soon as the war was over she

began practising as a freelance textile designer.
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Henry Dreyfuss

Dreyfuss is known for designing some of the most iconic

devices found in American homes and offices throughout the

twentieth century, including the Western Electric Model 500

telephone, the Westclox Big Ben alarm clock, and

the Honeywell round thermostat. Dreyfuss enjoyed long term

associations with several name brand companies such as John

Deere, Polaroid, and American Airlines.

Dreyfuss dramatically improved the look, feel, and usability of

dozens of consumer products. When compared to Raymond

Loewy and some other contemporaries, Dreyfuss was much

more than a stylist; he applied common sense and a scientific

approach to design problems, making products more pleasing

to the eye and hand, safer to use, and more efficient to

manufacture and repair. His work helped popularize the role of

the industrial designer while also contributing significant

advances to the fields of ergonomics, anthropometrics and

human factors.
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Paola Navone

Graduating in 1973 with a degree in architecture from Turin

Politecnico, Paola Navone began her career in design working

alongside Alessandro Mendini, Ettore Sottsass Jr. and Andrea

Branzi in the progressive Studio Alchimia. Developing a truly

original aesthetic and approach to design, Navone was the first

recipient of the prestigious Osaka International Design Award in

1983. Since then, Navone’s straightforward approach to design

and visionary style has continued to impress and she has

remained an ardent proponent of design.Traveling across the

globe and finding inspiration in each of the cultures she

encounters, Paola Navone’s early designs were largely

influenced by her travels in Asia. Founding her own design

house, Mondo, in 1988 alongside fellow designer Giulio

Cappellini, Navone created pieces such as the Ghost 16 Sofa,

the Gray 24 Chair and the Nepal Side Chair. Splitting her time

between the cultural hubs of Paris and Milan, Navone

continues to create exquisite designs.
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Karim Rashid

Karim Rashid is one of the most prolific designers of his

generation. Over 3000 designs in production, over 300 awards

and working in over 40 countries attest to Karim's legend of

design. His award winning designs include luxury goods for

Christofle, Veuve Clicquot, and Alessi, democratic products for

Umbra, Bobble, and 3M, furniture for Bonaldo and Vondom,

lighting for Artemide and Fabbian, high tech products for Asus

and Samsung, surface design for Marburg and Abet Laminati,

brand identity for Citibank and Sony Ericsson and packaging for

Method, Paris Baguette, Kenzo and Hugo Boss.

Karim's touch expands beyond product to interiors such as the

Morimoto restaurant, Philadelphia; Semiramis hotel, Athens;

nhow hotel, Berlin; Universita Metro Station, Naples as well as

exhibition design for Deutsche Bank and Audi.Karim's work is

featured in 20 permanent collections and he exhibits art in

galleries world wide.
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Lara Bohinc

Lara Bohinc is primarily a jeweller who uses her training in

industrial design to make conceptual, eclectic, ambitious

pieces as well as leather accessories, sunglasses and

handbags with an art deco twist. • Lara Bohinc has an MA in

jewellery and metalwork from the Royal College of Art (1996) •

She has, in the past, collaborated with Gucci, Costume

National, Lanvin, Exte, Guy Laroche, Marcus Lupfer and Julien

Mcdonald, and is a freelance consultant for Cartier

International • She designed a Braille choker, with inverted

lettering so that even blind people couldn't read it, and a pair

of sterling silver headphones that you wear over your ears - but

can't hear through • Lara Bohinc's innovations are utterly

original - think leather and metal shells with translucent

Perspex handles; engraved metal cigarette cases in the spirit of

Marlene Dietrich and spherical Perspex bags moulded with

sterling silver clasps and chains. In 2007 she opened her first

stand-alone store in Sloane Terrace.
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Oswald Boateng OBE

Boateng known for his trademark twist on classic British

tailoring and bespoke style. inspired by the immaculate suits

his father wore, and received his first suit from his mother aged

eight: a double-breasted in purple mohair. At fourteen, he

found a summer job sewing linings into suits. While

studying computer science at Southgate College at age 16, he

was introduced to cutting and designing by his girlfriend. Using

his mother's old sewing machine, he started designing and

selling to his fellow students, and switched to graduate in

fashion and design. Boateng helped a friend to make clothes

for a fashion show, and went on to sell his first collection to a

menswear shop in Covent Garden. This enabled him to open his

first studio in Portobello Road in 1991. In 1994, Boateng staged

his first catwalk presentation during Paris Fashion Week, the

first tailor to stage a catwalk show in Paris. The Victoria &

Albert Museum honoured Boateng with a 20 year retrospective

exhibition in 2005.
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India Mahdavi

She is known for her designs of internal spaces and furniture

design. Projects include the Hotel du Cloitre in Arles, Coburg

Bar at London's Connaught Hotel, Monte Carlo Beach in

Monaco, Rivington Hotel in Manhattan and the Townhouse

Hotel in Miami. She studied architecture at the École des Beaux

Arts in Paris, France and earned her Architect Diploma DPLG in

1987. Following her degree award, she moved to New York City

In 1989. There, she studied graphic, furniture and industrial

design at the School of Visual Arts, Parsons and Cooper Union,

respectively. In 1990, she returned to Paris, France where she

has lived since. Mahdavi's work is a mixture of elegance and

cartoonish color. She credits her heritage, worldly upbringing

and design study to her notable design style. London's Gallery

Restaurant at Sketch is known for its interior design which is

redesigned every few years. Mahdavi and artist David Shrigley

were commissioned in 2014. Mahdavi's design featured pink.
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Ini Archibong

Archibong trained as an industrial designer, He graduated with

a Bachelor of Science degree in Environmental Design from the

Art Center College of Design and later received a Master’s in

Luxury Design and Craftsmanship from the École cantonale

d'art de Lausanne (ECAL). Archibong has been recently named

the 2019 ArtCenter Young Innovator Alumni Award recipient. 

His work has been exhibited at numerous international

museums such as at the Victoria and Albert Museum in London

and most recently in the exhibition, Speechless, co-organized

by the Dallas Museum of Art and the High Museum of Art.

Archibong has had numerous high-profile collaborations,

including with Hermès and Knoll.
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Cristina Celestino

Celestino studied architecture at the revered IUAV University in

Venice. Focusing on interior architecture and design, she

started her career by working with some prestigious design

studios until she moved to Milan, where she founded Attico

Design, her own furniture brand. Cristina creates exclusive

projects for private clients and companies whilst consulting as

creative director for several brands.

She is the recipient of many international prizes and honours,

including the Special Jury Prize at the “Salone del Mobile

Milano Awards” in 2016, the Elle Deco International Design

Award in the “Wall Covering” category with “Plumage” for

Botteganove in 2017, and with “Giardino delle Delizie” for

Fornace Brioni, in 2019.


