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   Design in the Built Environment
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Assignment – Museum

Background








Your Approach
This assignment is completed through you working like a small architectural & design company, who has undertaken a range of successful briefs and tasks especially with concern to the redevelopment and modernisation of the small county town of Harchester.

Your Background
You are a successful architect and designer and you have worked for a range of large companies for a number of years in London, which employed about 30 people.  The types of projects you worked on have ranged from medical equipment, right through to transport systems and city infrastructures and small redevelopment projects. 

You have decided to leave your existing company and set up on your own in Hoddesdon as it has good transport access to London and the South, by both train and motorway i.e. M25, which will enable you to create a solid client base in London and the surrounding area.

Your Context
Your small design company is now established. Although you deal with all general design projects, your name and reputation is well known as a specialist in Transport and Urban design projects. You have been involved in a number of product design projects, which you feel extends the company’s skill set and hopefully it will broaden the type of projects you can undertake. The brand image of your company you are creating is that of a creative group, that comes up with imaginative and sometimes unusual but unique solutions. 

You are developing close links with a lot of major manufacturing industries and many national-building contractors. You are well supported by a good range of local companies, so you are well covered to handle any element on the production side. You have made links with the local University, which has a Manufacturing, & Rapid Prototyping Centre attached to it.
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Harchester is a small country town, which is starting to suffer from competition from a near-by and larger town. This other town has a large number of out of town centres as well as a retail and leisure park. Over the last few years, Harchester’s shopping centre has started to empty, of both shops and shoppers. 
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Your design company has been approached to tackle the major re-development for Harchester. The project has a wide brief because the town council realise the seriousness of their situation. They are looking to you to come up with not only an environmental and building programme, but also an approach to tackle the issue of the town’s image and the need to attract people back. 

Money is not a concern as they are have received a range of massive cash grants from the County Council as well as from the government, who support the need for the town’s regeneration. The local rail company, Network Rail and British Waterways are also prepared to invest in the town by supporting the development of the areas they own, if the over-all scheme is appropriate.

Part of the re-development of Harchester is to look at the wider issues of how the town is viewed locally and people’s perception of Harchester within the County. Who have already completed a number of successful projects for the town and Harchester Council has been impressed in the work you have done so far.
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New Museum for Harchester

Harchester has just won the bid to restructure and reorganise the County’s Arts and Cultural facilities. This means they will rebuild Harchester’s town museum and centralise the County’s various collections and resources, making the museum not only a new County centre, but also a centre of national importance. 

This has also been partly due to the Earl of Wickminister leaving his collections to the nation, as well as a trust fund to help develop a building to show them to the public. 

It has also been agreed to move the County’s archaeological team to the museum and it is also intended to establish a centre of excellence for the history of the County; it will include both storage and research facilities.  

The local University also wants to buy into the project and intends to move its History, Classics and Archaeology departments, completely to the new site.  This will add an educational and research element to the project and as a result, extra funding will also be made available from the University and the Government for historical development.

The location for the centre is the land behind the market square shops, and it will include the railway station, the tram line/station and the area just north of the station.
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Budget 


· Government Grant						£60m
· Harchestershire County Council Grant			£20m
· Harchester Council Grant					£8m
GRANTS									£88m


· Sale of Land of current sites	Harchester Museum 		£3.5m
Wickminster Museum		£5.5m
Shelton Muse Museum 	£1.5m
Haughton Museum		£2.5m
Leverage Art Gallery		£3m
Settlemore House		£7m
Archaeology Dept. 3 Sites	£6.5m
SALE OF LAND								£29.5m


· Earl of Wickminster donation 					£12m
DONATION									£12m


· Network Rail Station Development Fund			£20m
· Harchester Tram System Input				£6.5m
· British Waterways Grant					£3m
TRANSPORT AGENCIES							£29.5m


· Harchestershire University Relocation Fund			£20m
· National Lottery Fund						£20m
· Design Council Development Fund				£17m
· British Archaeology Society					£0.5m
OUTSIDE AGENCIES							£57.5m


Total Income									£216.5m

Proposed Expenditure
· Proposed Build 						£175m
· Funding for extras and displays 				£28.5m
· Staffing – to be covered by existing organisations
· Running costs – to be covered by existing organisations
£203.5m

Requirements 


The project must include the following:

Main Areas/Zones to consider:		
· Museum
· Earl of Wickminster’s Collection Gallery/Wing
· University
· County Archaeology Department
Transport & Access within Building Zone to be included:

· Railway Station
· Tram Station
· Bus Zone
· Parking Zone
1. Museum 		
Entrance/Foyer/Cloakroom
Museum & Book Shop
Offices/Staff facilities
School Entrance/Eating Area/School Storage Area
Permanent Galleries
Temporary Exhibition/Galleries Space
Gallery for the Earl of Wickminster’s Collection
Lecture Theatre/Lecture Rooms/Presentation areas
Long Term Storage of Historical Items
2. University		
Lecture Rooms – Small and Large
Lecture Theatre – Medium (Perhaps for small public shows)
Lecture Theatre – Large (Could be used as a Theatre for the general public as well)
Offices/General Facilities
University Research Library
Student Work & ICT Areas

3. County Archaeology Department
Offices/General Facilities/easy & separate access for deliveries
Research/Process Rooms of various sizes with secure storage
Extra Storage – Specialist (Share main storage for general Items)

General – access for all areas:
Small Cafés around Whole Building
Large Café
Restaurant 
General Toilet facilities
Long Term Storage for Museum Items
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