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How can we tell how old the houses around us are? Here are some clues 
to help you. Please note that the dates refer to the styles of architecture 
and are not the exact dates that each monarch was on the throne.

16th and 17th centuries (Tudor and Stuart)

There are few surviving buildings before this date in London because of 
the Great Fire of London. There are few in other large cities but in historic 
towns many survive. Tudor buildings are characterised by:

■ timber frames
■ infill plaster panels in a contrasting colour to the timber
■ jettied storeys, where the higher floors jut out over the lower floors 
■ the timber is often carved with decorative details
■  windows are leaded using very small panes of glass in diamond or small 

square shapes

After this houses started to include classical features copying the style 
of architecture popular in Italy (Renaissance Architecture) which was 
influenced by the architecture of ancient Greece and Rome.

What classical features might you see?
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1700–1720: Queen Anne

Although the influence of the Italian Renaissance had begun to be 
felt in Britain a century earlier, for the most part it was not until the 
Queen Anne period that buildings generally began to include Classical 
architectural features designed to imitate the architecture of ancient 
Rome as assimilated during the Renaissance. Queen Anne buildings are 
characterised by:

■ symmetry
■ use of brick
■ combinations of brick and stone
■  sash windows with thick glazing bars and 

relatively small panes of glass
■  doors with wooden canopies, sometimes 

carved to look like shells

1720–1830: Georgian

During the Georgian era the Classical style became dominant, with its 
concern for proportion, simplicity and harmony. It also saw the appearance 
of the first developers in towns and cities and standardised house types 
using pattern books. Towards the latter part of the eighteenth century 
the re-discovery of Greek remains influenced the design of Neoclassical 
buildings. Features of Georgian buildings include:

■ town houses built as terraces
■ simple flat-fronted brick buildings
■ sash windows with timber glazing bars and larger panes of glass
■ panelled doors with semi-circular fanlights above
■ classical details such as columns, pediments and porticos
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1830–1890: Victorian

Victorian architecture saw a proliferation of styles. Whilst the influence of 
Classical architecture continued, Gothic Revival became equally popular 
with architects looking to medieval cathedrals and castles for inspiration. 
The Houses of Parliament are probably the most famous example 
of Gothic Revival. Advances in technology made many new feats of 
engineering possible. Cast iron and glass were used in bigger structures 
such as the train sheds of large railway stations. A greater variety of mass 
produced materials was available following the Industrial Revolution. 
Towns and cities expanded on a massive scale. Victorian philanthropy and 
social development meant the building of many new public buildings such 
as schools, libraries, hospitals and museums in this period.

Features of early Victorian houses include:
■ terrace arrangements, similar to the Georgian period 
■ use of stucco
■ classical decorations including larger porticoes over doors
■ larger sash windows with bigger panes of glass

Features of later Victorian houses include:
■ bay windows, to let in more light
■ rich ornamentation
■  Gothic elements, including pointed arches over windows and doors, 

gables, turrets and castellation

3

large panes 
of glass

Bay window

turret

Late Victorian 
Gothic Style house

arched windows



Tips to help building detectives decide the age of houses

   

Detectives’ tips

R
Edwardian: 1890–1914 

In the Edwardian period there was a reaction against what was perceived 
as the excesses of Victorians (led by the Arts and Crafts Movement). 
There was a drive towards greater simplicity and the use of higher 
quality materials but, despite this, in order to fit in with an industrialised, 
fast-moving society most buildings were built with an increasing amount of 
factory made materials. The revival of earlier styles continued. Edwardian 
features include:

■ bay and mullioned (Tudor style) windows
■ black and white wooden decoration (imitating Tudor buildings)
■ gables

Modern period: 1920 – to present

The period from the Edwardian era up until the end of the Second 
World War represented a huge range of building styles, some reviving 
former architectural styles, others being conspicuously modern and the 
forerunners of much of today’s architecture which is now international 
in character. The new technology of frame construction using steel and 
reinforced concrete created new structural possibilities in buildings – 
they could be very tall, whole walls could be built in glass, buildings could 
be made to stand on columns (pilotis) and generally be much larger in 
scale than buildings that had gone before.

From 1920 – 1950s features include:
■ terraces, semi-detached houses and estates of low-rise flats 
■ concrete, brick and glass used in a functional and self-evident way
■ metal framed windows
■ low scale structures
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1950s – 1980s

Features of this period include:
■ concrete, brick and glass
■ tower blocks and estates of low rise flats with walkways 
■ flat roofs
■ horizontal metal windows 
■ plate glass windows in shops and public buildings
■ concrete columns supporting buildings – called pilotis
■ large scale structures 
■ buildings high in energy consumption
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1980 – to the present day

Buildings are increasingly standardised and few are built in genuine 
local vernacular styles or materials. Volume house builders building 
versions of Tudor, Queen Anne and Georgian style buildings which are 
popular. Post- modernist style sees a revival of Classical detailing such 
as pediments and daring use of colour. Attempts are made to soften 
and humanise large buildings for instance by adding superficial classical 
details to tower blocks, Expressive hi-tech architecture also popular in 
cities. Issues of sustainability – for instance, buildings should not use 
more energy than necessary – are higher on the agenda than ever before. 
Devices such as louvers to reduce solar gain are common. There is 
increasing use of recycled materials. Ease of access for all is increasingly 
important. There is a renewed appetite for tall buildings (often designed in 
an effort to be sustainable) and large public buildings (often funded by the 
new national lottery). Advances in computer technology allow designers 
to ‘deconstruct’ buildings and use a variety of different shapes. Street 
surfaces reflect concerns about sustainability (cycle lanes) and access/
equality (textured paying). Features of this period include:

■ much greater use of glass as a walling material
■  glass walling often covered by brise soleil or louvers, or by rainscreens 

in materials such as terracotta
■ new buildings materials such as tensile fabric, titanium and polymers
■ main entrances to buildings incorporate disabled access
■ eccentric shapes
■ plastic framed windows and plastic guttering
■ windows dotted about rather than in lines
■ greater density in towns and cities – more crammed in
■ solar panels
■ double and triple glazed windows, for energy efficiency

Good luck with the detective work!
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