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Arch
A curved structure used to span 
an opening, for example a doorway 
or window, allowing the load from 
above to be supported and the 
weight spread more evenly.

Architect
A professional person trained to 
design buildings and oversee their 
construction.

Architecture
The practice of designing buildings; 
a collective term for buildings.

Bay window
A window projecting out from a wall 
forming a recess or bay in a room.

Biodiversity
The variety of forms of life, plants 
and animals, in a particular place.

Built environment
The built environment includes 
the buildings, architecture and the 
spaces between them that make 
up the cities, towns and villages in 
which we live, play and work.

Brief
Architects receive a brief from a 
client: it outlines their requirements 
for the building.

Casement 
A window in which framed panes of 
glass are hung on hinges to enable 
them to open and shut.

Cement
An adhesive building material which 
hardens on drying to bind bricks or 
stones together. 

Ceramic
A product made of clay and fired 
at high temperature and often 
decorated with pattern and colour.

Classical 
Classical architecture was 
introduced to Britain in the seventh 
century by architects who were 
influenced by Italian Renaissance 
architects, themselves inspired by 
the buildings of ancient Greece 
and Rome.

Cladding
The external face or skin of a 
building.

Column
Columns can be square, round or 
rectangular and are generally used 
as structural supports holding up 
part of the building above. They 
can, however, be purely decorative. 
Columns are often found on 
classical buildings.

Construction materials
What the building is made from, 
for example steel, glass, thatch, 
sandstone, cob, flint or concrete. 
The materials used vary according 
to where the building is and what 
materials are most readily available 
in that area.

Cornice
A cornice is an ornamental moulding 
around the top of a wall below the 
ceiling inside most period buildings. 
On the exterior of a classical building 
the cornice surmounts the classical 
order or implied classical order. 

Crittall windows
Horizontal, streamlined steel framed 
windows of the 1920s manufactured 
by Crittall Windows Ltd. 

Elevation
The external face of a building; a 
measured architectural drawing 
showing one face of a building. It 
shows a flat view of the façade of 
a building, the surface, so it will 
include doors and windows.

Engineer
Engineers work in collaboration 
with architects. The engineer is the 
expert in the structural aspects of a 
building.

Fenestration
The arrangement of windows in a 
façade. 

Foundation
The lowest part of a structure, lying 
generally below ground level and 
providing stability to the structure, 
rather like the roots of a tree. Low-
rise buildings usually have shallow 
foundations; high-rise buildings 
usually need deep foundations.

Gothic
The European style of the Middle 
Ages from the later twelfth century 
through to the seventeenth century 
characterized by pointed arches, 
ribbed vaults, piers and large 
lead-glazed windows with a vertical 
emphasis. The nineteenth century 
saw the Gothic Revival style in 
many public buildings particularly 
churches, incorporating colourful 
use of stone and polychromatic 
brickwork.

Limestone
A calcium carbonate rock often used 
as a building material. Also used in 
the manufacture of cement.
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Regeneration
To improve or give new life to a local 
area involves not just improving 
the physical environment, but also 
taking into account the social and 
economic needs of local people, as 
well as environmental issues such as 
biodiversity and sustainability.

Rendering
Rendering is the finishing of a 
surface with another material such 
as stucco, plaster or pebbledash.

Sash windows
A window frame that is raised and 
lowered in vertical grooves. 

Section
An architectural drawing which 
shows the inside of a building as 
if it had been sliced through from 
top to bottom. A drawing may show 
the building sliced in two different 
directions (long and short). The 
section would show all the storeys of 
a building up to the roof and down to 
the basement. It is drawn to scale.

Spire
A tall tapering pointed roof to a 
tower most commonly seen on 
churches.

Stucco
An exterior plaster finish intended to 
look like stone.

Structure
Those elements of a building 
necessary for holding it up.

Survey
An investigation of a site prior 
to building. This includes taking 
measurements to produce scale 
drawings of the site.

Lintel
A horizontal beam bridging an 
opening such as a doorway or a 
window. Mainly steel or concrete 
in modern construction, timber or 
stone in older buildings.

Mullioned window
A window divided by vertical bars or 
piers usually of stone.

Ochre
Earthy iron oxide minerals occurring 
in yellow, brown, or red and used as 
pigments.

Perspective drawing
A drawing of the inside or outside 
of a building which uses the rules of 
perspective and is designed to give 
a realistic three dimensional view of 
the building.

Pilotis
Columns raising a structure above 
the ground so that there is an open 
space below the building, typical of 
1960s buildings. 

Plan
A plan is like a map of a building, 
showing a bird’s eye view of how 
the rooms or spaces are arranged. 
The plan can, therefore, show how 
furniture might be laid out, the 
position of doors and windows etc.  
It is normally drawn to scale. 

Post and beam structures
Timber building frame consisting of 
horizontal timbers attached to the 
top of posts.

Recycle
The re-use of old materials for new 
purposes.

Sustainable architecture
Buildings that are energy-efficient, 
constructed of natural materials, 
have as little impact on the local and 
global environment as possible and 
are built to last.

Sustainability
Meeting the needs of the present 
without compromising the ability 
of future generations to meet their 
needs.

Tile hanging
A wall clad in vertical tiles. 

Umber
A natural brown earth used as 
pigment.

Weatherboarding
An external cladding of timber 
boards laid in horizontal overlap to 
make the building waterproof. 
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